Joint statement on Climate Change between Japan and China
(provisional translation)

May 7th, 2008

1.  The Government of Japan and the Government of People’s Republic of China (hereinafter called as “both sides”) recognized that climate change is a common threat that mankind faces and that it is necessary for both sides to make efforts together and cooperate with each other to respond to this issue.

2.  Both sides reaffirmed the objective and principles of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, and also reaffirmed the “Joint Statement by Japan and the People’s Republic of China on the further enhancement of cooperation of Environmental Protection” singed in April 2007. Both sides decided, based on this foundation, to establish a partnership on climate change for further strengthening cooperation, deepen dialogue and exchanges, promote practical cooperation, and put their mutually beneficial strategic relationship into actions.

3.  Both sides reaffirmed that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol are the appropriate and effective framework for international cooperation to address climate change at the moment. Both sides reiterated that developed countries take the lead in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and through financial support and transfer of technology to developing countries enable and support the implementation of the commitments under the Convention, in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities.
4.  Both sides highly emphasized the importance of the assessment reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and reaffirmed the ultimate objective, stipulated under Article 2 of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, of achieving stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.

  Japan expressed its view that, in order to achieve the objective mentioned above, it is required to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions at least by half from the current level by 2050. China took note of Japan’s view and expressed a view that it will consider, along with other countries, ways and measures to realize the ultimate objective of the Convention.

5.  Japan reiterated that it will achieve the target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 6% during the period 2008 – 2012 stipulated under the Kyoto Protocol based on the “the Kyoto Protocol Achievement Plan”, and will set a quantified national target for the greenhouse gas emissions reductions beyond 2012. China will actively address climate change under the framework of sustainable development, pay efforts to implement “China’s National Climate Change Action Programme”, and make new contributions to protect global climate. Both sides welcomed each other’s measures in this regard.

6.  Under the framework of the Convention and its Kyoto Protocol, both sides reaffirmed their political determination to engage in efforts towards the resolution of climate change issue through international cooperation, in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. Both sides reached the common recognition that both sides will actively participate in the negotiation to strengthen the effective process and framework, now, up to and beyond 2012 so that the the Conference of the Parties of the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol to be held in Copenhagen at the end of 2009 will produce results.

7.  Japan expressed a view that the sectoral approach has important meanings in setting a quantified national target for emissions reductions. China expressed a view that the sectoral approach is an important tool to implement emission reduction standards or actions. Both sides expressed a view that they will further consider roles of the sectoral approach.

8.  Both sides shared the view that measures towards both pollution prevention and climate change have co-benefits, compliment each other, and have significance in promoting sustainable development and establishing ecological civilization. Both sides will strengthen research and cooperation in this field.

9.   Both sides arrived at the recognition that scientific technologies have important roles in addressing climate change and both sides will strengthen practical cooperation concerning scientific research to address climate change and development and transfer of technology for mitigation and adaptation. Both sides will undertake technical cooperation in priority areas as follows;

1) energy conservation, improving energy efficiency, new energy and renewable energy

2) clean coal technology (including rehabilitation and efficiency improvement of coal-fired power plant)

3) capture and use of methane 

4) carbon capture and storage (CCS)

5) adaptation to climate change

10.   Both sides will continuously strengthen mutually beneficial cooperation in Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects and encourage private companies of both sides to participate actively in related projects. Both sides will explore how to improve and develop CDM.

11.   Both sides will strengthen cooperation in adaptation to climate change through the following;

1) research and analysis on adverse effects of and vulnerability to climate change

2) research and analysis on social and economic effects and costs of climate change 

3) enhancing capability to forecast climate change and its effects in the area of science, technology and institutions

4) research and development of technologies and measures to adapt to  climate change 

5) increasing awareness of vulnerability reduction and response to needs in establishing and implementing strategy for sustainable development 

12.   Both sides will cooperate in such fields as strengthening capacity building, improving public awareness, people-to-people exchanges and training.

13.   Both sides will consider together how to mobilize more funds in order to address climate change, including encouraging private sectors and financial institutions to play their roles. China highly appreciated that Japan has been implementing international cooperation by financially supporting developing countries under the “Cool Earth Partnership” in order to address climate change. Japanese side highly appreciated policies and measures that China has been taking in addressing climate change and expressed a view that it is prepared to support related activities of China to address climate change, especially promoting implementation of “China’s National Climate Change Programme”. 

14.  Both sides decided that the National Development and Reform Commission of China and relevant Ministries of Japan will be responsible for implementing this Joint Statement.

     This Joint Statement will be implemented in concrete manner, through further consultations between relevant authorities of both sides.

15.   This Joint Statement was signed in Tokyo on May 7th, 2008.

Representative of the Government of Japan

Representative of the Government of People’s Republic of China

